Archaeobotanic evidence of the preincaic Chiribaya culture. Determination of capsaicinoids in archaeological samples of Capsicum frutescens and votive foods.
The lack of Capsicum species or paprika (a basic ingredient of Peruvian foodstuff) in preincaic archaeological samples and votive foods, as evidenced by archaeobotanic studies, has stimulated the chemical analyses of these samples by HPLC methods. The results confirmed the absence of capsaicinoids in these samples whereas they were detected in more ancient fossil fruit.